
Five Marks of Mission – Treasure 

Good morning Church! I know we have at least one Irish member of the congregation, so “Byan-okht-

ee nah Fay-leh Paw-rik ort” (Beannachtaí na Féile Pádraig oraibh). Happy St Patrick’s Day! 

As Lent draws us closer to Easter, the events of Holy Week and particularly the cross, begin to loom 

large. The crucifixion was a dislocating event for the disciples. The story they thought they were a part 

of had no room for a climax that included their Messiah being brutally executed. Understandably, the 

disciples felt a swirl of anxiety and hopelessness, grief and despair, powerlessness and anger. Like 

this disorientation felt by the disciples, many of us today grapple with similar feelings in the face of 

ecological crises. With an uncertain future, there’s a sense of dislocation from a bigger story. Who in 

the room, in the face of our ecological issues, has not felt hopelessness, grief, despair, anxiety, 

powerlessness, or anger?  

In response, some advocate for urgent action as an ethical imperative: “we must do this, we must not 

do this.” While others may feel overwhelmed and opt to avoid the issue; “what difference will it make 

anyway…” However, merely responding to our ecological crises as an ethical imperative risks burnout 

and resentment, because it will never be enough. I think we need to go deeper than simply hearing all 

the ways we must respond to the ecological crisis. I believe we need a radical rediscovery of and re-

orienting to the presence of God in all of Creation.  

Modern thought, shaped by intellectual, philosophical, theological, and economic ideas has divorced 

the material world from the presence of God/Spirit. (Newtown, Particles, reductionism, mechanistic). 

This lead to a disenchanted and desacralized view of nature. Therefore the modern world (including 

believers) views the ecological crisis as a resource problem. We talk about being good ‘stewards.’ 

With this thinking, we just need technical solutions. We just need to find ways to be better stewards. 

More sustainable. Offset our carbon. This is a de-sacralised approach to God’s Creation. It doesn’t re-

orient our relationship. It doesn’t teach us to deeply treasure. Even terms like “sustainability” focus on 

sustaining human comfort levels we have grown accustomed without destroying the ‘resource base’ 

to do so, rather than reverence for God’s presence in Creation: the natural and wild world. I love word 

etymologies, as you may know. This week I looked up the etymology of matter. It comes from the Latin, 

mater, mother. We are not separate from the rest of Creation. It is not just stuff. We are in relationship.  

I don’t want to disparage any endeavours to be more ‘green.’ We do all the things we know are right: we 

refuse, reduce, reuse, and recycle. Eat less meat. Travel less. It’s all good stuff. But how do we go 

deeper than this surface level action? I wonder if we might find in the wider Church tradition ideas and 

practices that radically change how we all see ourselves in relation to the God present in all Creation.  



Pan-en-theism in Christian thought 

Much of Western Christian thought, especially since the Reformation, has emphasised the 

Transcendence of God. God is wholly other. God is other than, or outside of Creation. But this has 

always been held in tension with the Immanence of God. That God is present to us. I know I’ve tended 

to spiritualise this idea. That God is emotionally near to us. God hears us when we cry out, etc. But, 

since, if we turn to the Celtic tradition (it is of course St Paddy’s Day), or to Eastern Orthodox theology, 

they never lost sight of the truth that God is very truly present in all things. Celtic Christians 

understood each manifestation of anything in the natural world as expressions of God’s self in 

material form. That doesn’t mean that each thing is God. It means that each thing is pulsing with the 

Life of the Creator. God is in and through all. The philosophical term for this is Panentheism. Not 

pantheism. Panentheism. It is not saying that the universe is God. But that everything is in God, and 

God is present in everything. The Psalmist writes in Psalm 139 “I can never escape from your Spirit! I 

can never get away from your presence! If I go up to heaven, you are there; if I go down to the grave, 

you are there.”  God is present, everywhere. Paul writes in our reading that everything is held together 

in Christ (Col 1:17). Later he will simply say “Christ is all, and in all.” The author of John begins his 

Gospel with the radical assertion that all things come into being through Christ. (John 1:3). Celtic and 

Orthodox Christian wisdom helps us see the reality of the Spirit of God as the breath of Life in all 

nature, and to see that what Christ is doing in the Easter mystery is nothing short of the redemption 

and restoration of the entire cosmos. Recognizing this interconnectedness allows us to reevaluate our 

stewardship of the Earth beyond mere resource management. 

Eastern Orthodoxy theology underscores the Trinity’s active and ongoing role in Creation. For them, 

the Son is calling to Creation and leading it to the Father, the Spirit is active and present in Creation’s 

response to this call. So perhaps, when the Psalmist summons sun, moon, stars, elements, 

mountains, trees, and all animals to praise God, might we consider that there’s more to this than just 

allegorical or poetic language? Paul writes in Romans 8:19-23, “all creation is groaning in eager 

expectation of the restoration of humanity.” How might we think of this free from strictly materialist 

mindset? That all of nature is truly - somehow - tied up with the restoration of humanity, that it’s both 

held back by us, but also an active agent in birthing a humanity made whole. How might living into this 

reality help restore your connection with nature? To live more in unity with nature, rather than in a 

consumeristic relationship with mere matter/stuff? For true transformation of how we Treasure 

creation, we need to perceive that there is real spiritual good for us in re-connecting with the presence 

of God in nature.  

  



Our Christian Hope 

Looking at the state of our planet, just as we look to the cross, it can seem that all hope is lost. 

However, as Christians we look through the cross to the hope of resurrection. And this hope extends 

to all Creation. The whole of the creation is destined to be transfigured world, since the salvation of 

humankind necessarily involves the salvation of its natural home, the cosmos. Sinful human actions 

and systems have led to disintegration of our relationship to our home. Domination and exploitation of 

the creation for selfish ends became the order of history. Yet our hope in the healing and restoration of 

humanity is bound up with the healing and restoration of all of creation. Jesus said that Kingdom of 

God is in your midst, among and between you. It is the relationality between us and all things. The 

Kingdom is near, do we perceive it. We talk about the Kingdom as being “now and not yet.” As I was 

praying this morning, I wondered how much of the “not yet” is a failure to perceive it?  

We have within our tradition the resources needed to live more attuned to the Wild Christ present in 

all creation. The one who calls out in the storm, inviting us to step out from the place that is safe, 

predictable, and comfortable. To re-wild our faith. Even if you don’t think you could bring yourself to 

see God in such a way, at least what would it look like to treasure Creation as the most precious gift 

our Beloved has given to us? This web of connected relationships that pulses with the Life of the 

Spirit? As followers of Jesus, we have a responsibility to not hinder God’s purposes of abundant life.  

Our response: What do you think about the idea of God being present in all things? Do you agree that 

re-sacralising creation is a spiritual good for us and for the rest of creation? I wonder one thing you 

might consider to help re-orient ourselves to the presence of God in creation. To shift your perception 

to the Kingdom of God in our midst.  

• What practices can attune us to God’s presence in nature?  

o Pilgrimage. Prayer walking in nature/ forest bathing. (The Naked Hermit by Nick Mayhew 

Smith). Meditation upon a plant/animal/landscape/rock etc. Considering (truly looking) 

“Look at the birds… Consider the lilies” Matt 6. Spiritual retreat in nature. These activities 

reorient us to the sacredness of Creation and foster gratitude and humility. 

o Martin Shaw, Mythologist and recent convert to Christianity (who converted after a Divine 

encounter by himself while fasting in the wilderness) suggests: “Surprise your retinas, 

take a walk, sit out at dusk especially. If you live in a city try and find a park. Show fidelity, 

keep visiting. Make a prayer and expect a response. Submit to a discipline: carve a holy 

icon. Make a small fire at the bottom of your garden and read the gospel of John with a 

few friends, I’m sure many of you do already. It doesn’t all have to be high-drama 

renunciation, a regular practice would be far more impactful. 



• To speak of the reintegration of creation today is first to speak words of repentance and to 

make commitments toward the formation of a new way of living for the whole of humanity. 

How might we, as individuals and a community, repent of that which we have imposed upon 

the natural world, and our failure to see ourselves in relationship with creation?  

• How might we untether ourselves from an identity as a consumer of nature through a 

recommitment to the simple life which is content with necessities?  

• Just as bread and wine are liked up as an offering for the sanctification of the world and all 

people in the Eucharist, a sacramental approach to the creation is needed for its 

reintegration. A sacramental approach to Creation, akin to the Eucharist, imbues everyday 

actions with reverence and gratitude. What might this look like for you?  

• For those of us who eat animal protein, how might we go further in our grace/giving thanks to 

be truly full of gratitude and reverence for the animal’s life?  

Conclusion 

Ultimately, embracing the presence of God in all things transforms our understanding of 

stewardship from obligation, or ethical imperative, to a joyous participation in Creation's 

restoration. It is a gift from God, but it is more than a gift, Christ is present by the Holy Spirit to us 

in all things. This will change how and why we treasure in a far deeper way than responding to an 

ethical imperative to care of creation. Let us pray for compassion and wisdom as we strive to live 

in harmony with our fellow creatures and the Earth itself.  

 

Prayer Book (Midday, p. 163) 

Let us be aware of the source of being 

that is common to us all 

and to all living creatures. 

Silence 

Let us be filled with the presence of the great 

compassion 

towards ourselves and towards all living 

beings. 

 

 

 

 

Realising that we are all nourished 

from the same source of life, 

may we so live that others be not deprived 

of air, food, water, shelter, or the chance to live. 

Silence 

Let us pray that we ourselves cease to be 

a cause of suffering to one another. 

May our impress on the earth be kindly and 

creative. 


