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Children of the Most High, Created for a Purpose - Audrey Kippen

First Reading : Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm of praise : Psalm 47
Second Reading : Romans 8:15-16
Gospel Reading : Matthew 3:16 & 17

Tēnā koutou katoa
Ko Drakensberg te maunga
Ko Umgeni te awa
Ko South African Airways te waka
Ko South African te Iwi
Ko St Michael’s Parish te marae
Ko Terence tōku pāpā
Ko Naomi tōku māmā
Ko Audrey tōku ingoa

I am Audrey Kippen, grateful and blessed to be the principal of St Mary’s Catholic School in
Papakura. I have lived in Manurewa, South Auckland for the past 23 years, hailing originally
from Durban, South Africa.
This year, Renay and I celebrate 28 years of marriage and I am blessed to be the mother of
Dylan, 25 and Eryn, 19.

I am humbly thankful for the opportunity to talk with you today. I am not a preacher, just a school
teacher. As an educator, my greatest passion is to bring children to encounter Christ; to the
realisation of their amazing potential and power as children of God; to the belief that they can do
all things, through Christ, as Philippians 4:13 says. This is our school scripture. It is a scripture
that is becoming more real to me as I continue my own journey with Christ.

Sharing a little about myself, gives you an idea of who I am, where I come from and who I
belong to. It is how we teach children in Aotearoa/New Zealand to introduce themselves.
Learning and sharing our pepehā, we get to understand our origins and it tells people our
identity. Educational research has shown that children cannot be as successful in life without an
assurance of who they are and where they came from. It is this knowledge that gives us a better
understanding of ourselves; purpose and direction; a foundation on which to build. If this is true
for cultural identity, then it is my personal belief that the same holds true for spiritual identity.
This is what I want to share with you today.

Growing up, my home life was not easy, but my parents, being very active in our church, raised
me surrounded by the Word of God and by prayer. Our home was the venue for many prayer
meetings, youth gatherings and bible studies. HOwever, under the surface, things were not



going well. Eventually, my parents left the church and drifted apart. Like most young adults, I
drifted away from the things of God because my roots were not firmly grounded in my identity as
I had no strong role model to show me this. I didn’t know my purpose.
However, the faith and the scripture that my parents immersed me in, took deep roots in me and
it is only in my adult years, after many years of rebelliousness, that I started to look back and
see God’s hand on my life and the mission to which he has called me.

I could see how God had pursued me all my life. Like David says in Psalm 23, goodness and
mercy followed me. He was always there, clearing the road of danger, diverting my path out of
harm's way, saving me from horrible mistakes and leading me to my purpose.

In Psalm 47, the psalmist says that He chose our heritage!
I first stumbled across this scripture just a few weeks ago. I can tell you, it floored me!
“Clap your hands … shout with loud songs of joy! … He chose our heritage for us … whom he
loves”!
God chose me. He chose my origin story. He chose my path. It was part of His plan. So I teach
my students that God chose them too and He has a plan for them too!

In the work that I do as a principal in leading children to Christ, my life’s journey helps me to be
able to work with children who are searching for meaning and their place and purpose in life.
John 1: 12-13 says : “But to all who received Him, who believed in His name, He gave power to
become children of God; who were born not of blood nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God.”
See, no matter what the circumstances of our childhood are, God meant for us to be here. He
chose our heritage and He has a purpose for each of us. I try to teach my own children and my
students this. If we don’t have purpose, our lives don’t have meaning - we don’t see the reason
for our existence and we then can’t see our true value
… and we ARE highly favoured and valuable to God, so valuable in fact, that he ransomed us
for His own Son’s life.

We are baptised into the family of God, He makes all things new. He removes the trauma of our
past and replaces it with the joy of the knowledge that he chose our heritage. We embrace our
true identity as His children and we accept this gift from God - the power to become His
children.
Where do we get this power that the apostle John speaks of? It comes as a gift from the Holy
Spirit through our baptism.

Matthew recounts the baptism of Jesus in today’s Gospel reading. As he came out of the
baptismal waters, God immediately claimed Him as His own. The spirit of God came upon
Jesus, and what were the words of God? “This is my beloved son …”
Jesus then received His mission. What did God say? “Listen to Him”. His mission was to lead
us, to teach us, to reconcile us to God through the sacrifice of His own body and blood. With the
power that Jesus received through his baptism, through receiving the Holy Spirit and thereby
His assured identity as the Son of God, He was able to defeat sin and death, thereby



purchasing our salvation and buying back our identity as children of God. It is because of
Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross, we have the privilege to be reunited with God as His
children.Jesus achieved His mission.

I believe that my mission as a teacher and a school leader is to teach, to educate but more
importantly, to help children to understand and embrace their true identity - the heritage that
God chose for them; their true identity purchased by the shed blood and broken body of Christ.
I believe that when our children know their true identity, they find and can follow their purpose,
their mission, just like Jesus did.

Because of Christ’s sacrifice, we are children of God. Because of who we are, we can do all
things. My students can do all things. They can overcome anxiety and fear. They can pass any
test or exam. They can overcome self doubt. They can scale any hurdle that gets in the way of
their safety, happiness and success. They can break down barriers or grief, pain and poverty.
They can illuminate their understanding through the reality that they are children of God who
have the power through the Holy Spirit to do great things in the name of Jesus Christ.

I want to share with you, just one simple example of how our children at St Mary’s have
embraced their identity as children of God…
Last year, as usual, I was the starter for our races on our school Athletics Day.
It was time to start the senior girls’ race. Now normally we would struggle to get our year 7 & 8
girls to race, especially a 400 metre race! The girls lined up and as usual, a few of them started
to wander off to avoid the race. Suddenly one girl stepped up and called everyone into a huddle.
She said, let’s gather to pray! This child prayed for the group, that everyone would be able to
finish the race through the strength that Christ has given them. She prayed for an injury free
race and then the girls hooked arms together and stepped up to the start line. Last year was the
first time that every child in our school participated in their races on Athletics Day. This is the
power of identity!

This is how we approach challenges as a staff as well. Once a week, we gather to pray together
as a staff. We bring our personal intentions into our corporate prayer because where one or two
are gathered in His name, we know the presence of God is there. We join our colleagues in
agreement for answers to prayer, for healing, for help, for safety and for comfort. We also gather
to give thanks and to worship in celebration of the Mass.
Our corporate prayer as a staff has been our source of strength and support through many
challenges. As I explained in the video, without prayer and a sense of spiritual connectedness,
we would not have been able to successfully navigate our way through the COVID years as we
did, especially having to cope with the tragic losses we suffered in that time. Our strong bonds
and sense of “togetherness” is reinforced by our prayer time. When we bring our prayer
requests to others, it makes us vulnerable to others and also builds a sense of trust in the
group. Our annual retreats also support us in this way, where we remove ourselves to a quiet
place to commune with Christ and each other in an atmosphere of quiet and peaceful
fellowship. Our sense of connectedness is also supported by our school mission : Together we
learn, we pray, we serve. Our mission is alive, not just recorded on a document in a file on a



shelf. We live by it and we believe in it. Joined by our common faith, mission statement has
become our identity and what we strive towards each day in the work that we do.

At St Mary’s it is our responsibility as teachers to TEACH children about their identity in Christ
and the power that comes with this, just as we teach them about their cultural identity.
We realise how blessed we are to be able to work in a place where we don’t have to hide our
faith, and as such, our identity. In our secular society, many don’t have this advantage in the
workplace.
However, as Christian teachers in general, we are called to share the love of Christ and to be
the face of Christ to children in our care. We role model what it looks like to walk confidently in
our identity as children of God. We can do this even in our secular classrooms. They will know
CHrist through our lives.
As the body of Christ, this might be the most important and most crucial thing that we can teach
our children : to know WHO they really are, they will know WHY they are here.

I would like to finish by reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians. Hopefully this
captures what I have tried to share with you.

“For by Grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of
God - not because of works, lest any man should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.


