
Mainly Music 

 
 

School Term: Every Friday from 9.30am in the Church Hall    
Enquiries: please contact Hayley Lewis on 525 2601 

Opportunities for Prayer @ St George’s 

 

Prayer Chain: A small number of St George’s members have pledged to pray regularly 
for those that seek support. Requests for prayer are strictly confidential & can be made to 
David & Lynette Wood. Email: dandlwood@gmail.com or Ph: 021 208 3561  

 

Pre-Service Prayer: Held before the 9am and 10.45am services in the Pastoral Care / Prayer Room. You’re welcome to 
join us. Access is through the back entrance of the main church building, first door on the left. 

 

Saturday Morning Prayers: A group of people get together to pray for all areas of church life. 
8am-9am in the Pastoral Care Room - Enquiries: Malcolm Taylor  -  027 499 7749    

St. George’s Life Groups 

 

St George's has a number of Life Groups that operate on a fortnightly basis. 
These groups focus on pastoral support, spiritual nourishment and getting to know 

one another better. We are keen for as many people as possible 
to be a part of a supportive Life Group.  

 

Please contact office@stgeorgesepsom.org.nz or speak to Stan after one of the 
services if you are interested in finding out more about Life Groups. 

 
 

 

Te aroha, te whakapono, me te rangimarie tatou, 
tatou e 

Love, faith and peace to all! 
 
 
 
 

Ma Io koutou e manaaki, e tiaki i nga wa katoa  

St George’s E-News 

 

We are now sending out E-News which provides info on up-coming events, community life 
and ways to get involved at St George’s.  

If you haven’t received it in your in-box, check your spam / junk mail. 
If you are not receiving it at all and would like to, please contact the office via email, 

office@stgeorgesepsom.org.nz 

 
 

Lost Connections:  
Exploring the future of 

mentorship, friendship, community 
 

St. George’s Men’s 
Spring Retreat 

Flaxmill Bay, Whitianga 
4* accommodation, food included 
Fri pm, 27 Sept - Sun pm, 29 Sept 

 
Limited to 40 men 

Booking by paying essential 
Email steve.barnett.clear@gmail.com 

Pay $235 (unwaged $170) 
to 12-3011-0590994-01 ref: your name 

(Financial support available) 
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SUNDAY SERVICES: 15 September 2019 
 

7.45 am - 9.00 am - 10.45 am 

 
 
 

THEME: “Creative Generosity - Part 3: Generous Encouragement”  
SPEAKER: Josh Jones 
READINGS: Proverbs 11:25; Philippians 4:4-9; Matthew 14:25-33  
VERSE OF THE DAY: Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider how to stir up one an-
other to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  

 

 

 

Sunday 7pm Service  -  In the church hall. 

 

‘This week, in light of it being Te Reo Maori language week, we’re 
Going to be hearing from Joce Grantham and Joanne Ford.  

We begin with tea and coffee at 7pm and start promptly at 7.15pm.  
Our time together finishes no later than 8.30pm. 

 
Everyone is welcome! 

 
 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES, 22 September 
7.45am  -  9.00am  -  10.45am 

Speaker: Chris Clarke - “Creative Generosity - Part 4: Extravagant Generosity”  

 
 
 

WEDNESDAY SERVICE 18 September 

10am Speaker: Rev. Stan Thorburn  

VISITORS … It’s great to have you worshipping with us today.   
Do pick up a ‘Welcome Pack’ on the table at the back of church.  

We hope you feel at home here and we look forward to getting to know you. 

“Empowering people to be Christ’s followers in the world.” 

mailto:kateb@stgeorgesepsom.org.nz


 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE CO-VICARS 

Today, we continue our sermon series ‘Creative Generosity’. The series is a celebration of the profound 
truth that all is gift in our lives, and as such, we are called to live in response to God’s unfailing generosity.  
 

Last week, Gray Paterson shared his personal testimony of this deep spiritual truth and reminded us that 
because we serve a generous God, all things are possible. Today, Josh will be speaking on the life-giving 
theme ‘The Generosity of Encouragement’. For those with a fascination for words and etymology, the 
word ‘encouragement' comes from the Latin ‘cor’, which means ‘heart’. At its most basic, ‘encouragement’ 
means ‘to give heart, to strengthen’ and as Josh will explore, it’s something that we most deeply need in 
the Church today. After all, what would the Church look like if, rather than shrinking from it, we saw the 
gifts in one another, named them, and ‘encouraged’ each other to pursue them whole-heartedly, for the 
glory of God? Perhaps St. Paul is pointing out its importance when in the final remarks after a long letter, 
he writes, in 2 Corinthians 13:11: 
"Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of one 
mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you." 
 

Can we respectfully encourage you to take our one-page summary of our Vision Sunday—Giving Appeal 
from the back of the church and prayerfully consider how you might be able to contribute and invest in the 
life of this church community. 
 

Someone whom we wish to encourage publicly is our returning curate and Associate Priest, Rev. Kate 
Berkley from six months maternity leave. Kate will return to a half-time role this coming week (17th of  
September) and it will be good to have the gifts she brings back into the mix of our ministry and community 
life. We look forward to Kate being involved in at least one service a week as well as her valuable        
involvement in our web-site and pastoral duties.  
 

Another person, we wish to encourage and give thanks for, is our retiring Verger, Chris Chung. Chris 
began informally as Verger, twenty years ago, and was formally appointed to serve under Rev Bob Barrett. 
Chris has faithfully looked after the church property as caretaker, through all the ups and downs of church 
life, and has served above and beyond the call of duty. We are looking forward to thanking him and 
Susan sincerely at the 9am and 10.45am service on  Sunday, 22nd of September. We also, wish to 
put on record our sincere thanks to Syd Walker who has worked faithfully as an Assistant Verger and will  
be concluding his role. Syd remains a valuable part of our 9am congregation and will continue to be called 
on for assistance on a flexible basis for ‘handyman’ tasks, as required. The church leadership is immensely 
grateful for their grace and forbearance, as we conducted a protracted search and round of interviews for 
the Verger role. We are pleased to announce the appointment of Sarang Yande to take up the 14-hour a 
week role of Verger, and we look forward to him joining our community.  
 

Sad news of Bishop Jim White  
Finally, last week, we reported the announcement at Auckland’s Synod, that Assistant Bishop Jim White 
announced his intention to step down from Episcopal ministry due to ongoing struggles with his 
health. As some of you will already know, Bishop Jim has been diagnosed with a rare form of lymphoma 
and has been undergoing treatment through this year. He has now come to the decision that in order to 
focus fully on his treatment, he will relinquish his duties as Assistant Bishop of Auckland. Please continue 
to pray for Bishop Jim, his wife, Jane, and their two children, Samuel and Sophie. 
   

Peace and grace and encouragement be with us all. 
Co-Vicars, Rev. Josh Jones and Rev. Gareth Walters 
 
 

GIVING • EFTPOS: Terminal is available at the back of the church. 
  • INTERNET BANKING: Westpac Bank account # 03-0104-0109844-01 

 

Hi families,                                      

This week we will follow a map to find out about how the scriptures 
guide us as we continue with our theme of ‘The Treasure of the 

Scriptures’.  There is bound to be more treasure to be had this week! 
The treasure boxes are starting to overflow!! 

Looking forward to seeing you. 
 

Lynette, Hayley and the KidsChurch Team. 

Miriam Tilman is visiting Auckland the first week of 
October. She is available to speak at home groups 
and share about her work in Togo. Please contact 
Marianne on 027 436 8636 asap if you would like to 
have her visit your group. 

The Sanders family return from Nepal at the end of this month. We would like to 
welcome them warmly back to NZ. Thank you to all of you who have contributed to 
a Welcome Home Hamper. 

Some activities to discuss as a family: 
Find passages that mention Mary Magdalene. 

What inspires you about Mary Magdalene? 
What might be involved in being a faithful friend to your  

mates or to Jesus? 
       Where might God be calling you ‘stick at something’  when you feel like giving up? 
 
Tuesday, 17 Sept - Youth strategy. 
  Friday, 20 Sept - Movie night with KidsChurch. 
    Sunday, 22 Sept - Kirstin speaks.  
 

Sign up for our weekly Mailchimp: http://eepurl.com/cB7G7j 
Wilson and the Youth Group team. 

Abortion Legislation Bill Submissions 

 

As many of you will be aware, the government is proposing significant changes to the current Abortion 
Law. If you would like to know more about what the proposed changes involve, there is a link in the E-news 
that explains what is and what isn't being proposed. The bill is now going to the Select Committee and the 
closing date for submissions is Thursday, 19th September. If you would like to make a submission, one of 
the options is available at www.chooselife.org.nz/lovethemboth 
 

As a leadership we are well aware of the pastoral implications of this topic and we know people who have 
had to deal with the distress and trauma from all aspects of this issue. 

 

If you or anyone you know is struggling with this issue, we are always here to sensitively support and help 
in any way we can. Please contact a member of the Clergy team, Josh, Gareth and Kate. 

Lunches in Homes 

 

80 people took part in the dinners in 18 different homes during June, July and August.  

 

We’d like to introduce "Lunches in Homes" on Sunday, 22nd September at 1pm. 

 

Everyone will contribute either soup, rolls, fruit or slice.  

 

If you would like to participate in this soup and rolls lunch, please contact Julie        
Macdonald on duju@xtra.co.nz or phone 630 3123 by Monday, 16th September. 

 

State your name, preference to be a guest or host and how many people you can host.  
     Families welcome. 

http://eepurl.com/cB7G7j
mailto:duju@xtra.co.nz

